Collecting Vintage Drums
By ‘Sir’ Alan Buckley

Nol: - Premier 1920’s

® The Premier Drum Company is unquestionably due to Albert Della Porter.

® Trained as an engineer, he found it difficult with his bad eyesight to read blueprints,
so he took up music - the trumpet first and then drums. That was in the early jazz
era.

® In those days the music profession could be slack in the summer. One such summer
Albert got a job with his drum maker. Being a very inventive fellow, he was soon
suggesting improvements. As the boss wasn’t interested, Albert one day told his
foreman, George J. Smith, that he was going to start making his own drums.
George promptly said, “I'd like to join you”.

® In October 1922 the Premier Drum Company was founded on the princely sum of
£27 (U.S. $42) provided by George, Albert, and his younger brother, Fred.

® The original working partners were Albert and George, though in fact George worked
only two hours at night. He stayed on as foreman at the Boyle Drum Company.
Fred, in his spare time, worked on the books - the petty cash book to be exact.

@ The first factory was a basement rented at twelve shillings and sixpence (U.S. $1.00)
a week at 47 Berwick Street (off Oxford Street) London.

® The First Move. In June, 1924, the company crossed the road to a larger first floor
premises at No. 64. It was the professionals’ headquarters for many years.

® From the start, the aim was to make better drums than anyone else. As a result,
Premier’s popularity grew fast and in September 1925, the factory had to move
to much larger premises in South East London.

® The next problem was money for the expansion. The private limited company was
formed with friends of the Della Porta family. Their sizeable investment was even-
tually repaid many times over.

That’s all folks, ‘Sir’ Alan.
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